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Bellingen Community Preschool acknowledges the Gumbaynggirr people who are the  

traditional custodians of this beautiful land on which we live, learn and play.  

 

We pay our respect to Gumbaynggirr elders past, present and emerging and extend that respect all 

Aboriginal people and nations. 
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Acknowledgment to Country 

Every morning during our morning gathering, children and educators participate in an Acknowledgment to 

Country. We also Acknowledge Country before each Committee Meeting and during school celebrations.  

We raise our Maarla (hands) to the Garaala (Sky) that covers the Gumbaynggirr Wajaar 

(Land/Country). 

We touch the Wajaar in the care of the Gumbaynggirr Wajaar 

We place our Maarla on our Miingii (heart) in love of the Gumbaynggirr Wajaar 

                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The people were sad, the others took their land but now they are being friends and 

working together. – Reconciliation Art by Kayla 
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Our school Philosophy, Values and Vision 
Our philosophy is currently in a process of review however we believe: 

•  in acknowledging the original custodians of this land, the Gumbaynggirr people, their language and all 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.  

 

•  that our philosophy is guided by the principles outlined in the Early Years Learning Framework, National 
Quality Standards and United Nations Rights of the Child 

 

• Bellingen Community Preschool is a place of education, exploration, safety, learning and community.  A place 
where children are respected, challenged and supported. We value and honour diversity and celebrate our 
many differences. We believe that individual values, cultures, abilities and languages should be celebrated 
and reflected in the preschool environment.  

 

• play is the centre of our preschool program and essential to the wellbeing and development of children. 
Through purposeful and intentionally guided play, we encourage the children to challenge themselves, their 
educators and their peers. We encourage children to be active learners, encouraging problem solving, 
wondering and researching. 

 

• in a collaborative program design, providing a balance of planned and spontaneous experiences that align 
with the children’s attention and our philosophy. We strive for the children to be involved in meaningful, 
evolving long-term projects based on the child’s interests, needs, ideas and our overarching vision and 
philosophy. 

 

• in a sense of wonder, belonging and connection to our environment, our place. A love of the land, nature, 
otherness and community is critical to developing a love of environment that spans across a lifetime and into 
other places. We believe in nurturing and protecting our most precious gifts - children and our beautiful 
Gumbaynggirr land. 

 

• children should be encouraged and supported to be involved in decision-making that affects them. With 
these rights come the responsibility of being part of a learning community. We believe in providing 
opportunities to discover and learn through meaningful connections and relationships. 

 

•  in building a community that values children and the importance of early childhood education. A community 
that respects the rights of children, educators and families.  

 

 

 

It is through others that we develop into ourselves  
– Lev Vygotsky 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Leaf Art by Juliet 
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Our Pedagogical Approach 
These are just some of the theories, thinking and strategies that we apply in our thinking and learning together… 
 

The Early Years Learning Framework 
 
Belonging, Being and Becoming - The Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF) describes the principles, practices 
and outcomes that support and enhance young children's learning from birth to five years of age, as well as their 
transition to school. 
 
The framework offers a vision where 'all children experience learning that is engaging and builds success for life'. 
It has been designed so that early childhood services will be able to develop their own strategies to implement its 
objectives. You can view the document here: https://docs.education.gov.au/documents/belonging-being-
becoming-early-years-learning-framework-australia 
 
Our educator team apply the framework in partnership with families to develop learning programs that are 
aligned with our educational philosophy and context and children’s interests, strengths and abilities.  
 
The Early Years Learning Framework describes childhood as a time of belonging, being and becoming. 
 

• Belonging    Experiencing belonging – knowing where and with whom you belong – is integral to human 
existence. Children belong first to a family, a cultural group, a neighbourhood and a wider community. 
Belonging acknowledges children’s interdependence with others and the basis of relationships in defining 
identities. In early childhood, and throughout life, relationships are crucial to a sense of belonging. 
Belonging is central to being and becoming in that it shapes who children are and who they can become. 

 

• Being    Childhood is a time to be, to seek and make meaning of the world. Being recognises the 
significance of the here and now in children’s lives. It is about the present and them knowing themselves, 
building and maintaining relationships with others, engaging with life’s joys and complexities, and 
meeting challenges in everyday life. The early childhood years are not solely preparation for the future 
but also about the present.  

 

• Becoming    Children’s identities, knowledge, understandings, capacities, skills and relationships change 
during childhood. They are shaped by many different events and circumstances. Becoming reflects this 
process of rapid and significant change that occurs in the early years as young children learn and grow. It 
emphasises learning to participate fully and actively in society. 

Through the Framework’s five learning outcomes the educator team will assist your child to develop: 

• A strong sense of their identity 

• Connection and contribution to their world 

• A strong sense of wellbeing 

• Confidence and involvement in their learning; and 

• Effective communication skills 
 
 
 

 
 

https://docs.education.gov.au/node/2632
https://docs.education.gov.au/documents/belonging-being-becoming-early-years-learning-framework-australia
https://docs.education.gov.au/documents/belonging-being-becoming-early-years-learning-framework-australia
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Play Based Learning  
 
Play based learning draws from children’s natural desire to engage in experiences based on their interests, 
strengths and developing skills. When children initiate play, they are more motivated to learn and develop 
positive dispositions towards learning. The educator’s role in supporting play-based learning is vital. Belonging 
Being and Becoming, The Early Years Learning Framework for Australia, outlines the many roles educators take in 
play and the range of strategies they use to support learning. These include:  
 

• Engaging in sustained shared conversations within play experience to extend children’s thinking 

• Providing a balance between child led, child initiated and educator supported learning  

• Creating environments that support learning  

• Interacting with children within play to build attachment  

• Supporting the inclusion of all children in play  

• Recognising spontaneous teachable moments as they occur and using intentional teaching strategies such 
as demonstrating, modelling, wondering and open questioning to provoke and sustain learning. 

 

             
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The 100 Languages of Children 
 
The Hundred Languages is a pedagogical strategy for the construction of concepts and the consolidation of 
understanding, a way of structuring knowledge and organising learning. The Hundred Languages are described as 
being expressive, communicative, symbolic, cognitive, ethical, metaphorical, logical, imaginative and relational. 

Although verbal language is recognised as being very important, particularly in negotiating, educators believe that 
many educational systems restrict children to the verbal/linguist means of communication. By contrast, Reggio 
Emilian pedagogy recognises and supports “The Hundred Languages…and a hundred, hundred more” (Loris 
Malaguzzi).Initially children explore, experiment and play with a variety of diverse materials, but they are also 
supported in developing skills and to eventually become literate in many different media to assist in concept 
development and in extending understanding.  
 
What is just one Reggio Emilian (a town in Northern Italy) pedagogical concept, can be seen within our context 
through the provision of many different artistic mediums like drawing, painting, clay, technologies, construction 
and movement. These mediums are accompanied by educator practice, to make sense of and enhance concepts 
and learning about our world.                 
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Growing Ecological Identities: Connections with Community, Culture and Place 
 

Everyone has a story. Places do too. Stories matter for what they tell us. They also matter 
for how they connect us to each other. Sometimes, in the telling, the distance between us 

collapses and we become one…. 
Humans are living beyond what our Earth can provide, threatening the survival of all living beings (Davis, 2015). 
Just as ecosystems rely on co-existence, humans depend on the health of the planet; it is why we believe 
ecological studies to be the most poignant of our time. Though children can be viewed as suffering from current 
environmental issues, it is important to recognise their strength and ability as citizens to work persistently toward 
a more sustainable world. This can be supported with exposure to nature and ecological theories in the early 
years.  

Though the study of ecology sings to a child’s innate motivation to connect with the world around them, it is the 
educator’s role to notice the possibilities for learning and make this explicit in their interactions and practice with 
children and families. Through democratic conversations, mindful daily rituals, modelling and offering real 
project-based ecological experiences, we can genuinely explore and make explicit our interconnectedness and 
interdependence (Gandini, 2012).  

 We are committed to inspiring a connection to community, place and nature, nurturing a love and respect for 
others and our environment. Davis (2015) reiterates the importance of cultivating a love for nature in the early 
years, a love that grows empathy, respect and a pausing to consider the role of plants, animals and humans in our 
world. Being in nature invigorates curiosities as we notice and wonder about the world around us, heightening a 
sense of belonging to a bigger vision. The Early Years Learning Framework (DEEWR, 2009) acknowledges that a 
sense of belonging shapes identity and encourages better outcomes for children, families and communities. 
Affording real experiences like gardening, Creek visits and rejuvenation projects, community walks or visiting the 
local café, not only makes children visible as citizens, it engages children with the concept of community in an 
authentic way, children meaningfully experience how they impact a place and others. 

We are committed to engaging in a sense of wonder. Aitken et al. (2013) view wondering as a way to encourage 
children’s engagement in ecological discoveries. Indefinite responses to children’s questions allows room for a 
gathering of different views, it fosters spontaneous and relevant thinking and possibilities. Understanding science 
concepts begins with a theory, a possibility, a wondering (Pelo, 2014). It is often through discussions laced with 
uncertainty and the prospect of multiple theories that children and educators can arrive at a place of 
understanding and authentic, profound knowledge (Pelo, 2014). Wondering or questioning is a key factor in 
meaningful learning, using provisional language when thinking with children (such as 'perhaps’ or ‘maybe’), urges 
us to seek the excitement of hypothesizing, rather than the acquisition of answers (Pelo, 2014).  

We value the unique knowing and outlook children bring to ecological learning. We respect that families are 
children’s first teachers who through culture, stories and tradition, gift children knowledge that inhabits and 
enhances early childhood spaces and programs. Children consistently offer a broader viewpoint; distinctive ways 
of doing and thinking that transform and generate thinking and experiences beyond what is thought possible 
(Forman & Fyfe, 2012). 

 

 
       
 

Bellingen Bridge Art by Ciara  
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School Participation: The Pedagogy of thinking and learning with others 
 

Participation is an educational strategy that characterises our way of being school and 
doing school. Participation involves the children, the families, and the teachers and is 
viewed not only as taking part in something but being part of the essence, the substance 
of a common identity, a "we" which comes alive through participating” Carla Rinaldi  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We believe that education is a political act, a right of children that is the responsibility of all stakeholders in our 
school and wider community. This includes families, teachers, children, the management committee, our local 
leaders and governing bodies. True participation and democracy stems from meaningful engagement and 
dialogue, a place from where perspectives can be shared, and new understandings made amongst people with a 
common purpose.  
 
Understandings of what participation is, will be different for all of us, we all come with different experiences and 
points of view. A collective understanding of participation and citizenship within our school can only be shaped 
through relationship and engagement with each other. Children and educators participate through their 
interactions, listening, responding, reflecting and coming to new realisations every day; however the 
parent/guardian ways of participation are a little more complex and maybe it is new for not only families, but 
educators as well. We believe that to create a culture of participation, educators and families need to determine 
how participation is together. What is participation? How can we meaningfully participate? These are some of the 
questions that we as a learning community will be thinking about. We are on a journey with how this might look 
in our school and it cannot be done without you! 
 
Some ways that you can participate in our school are: 
 

• Actively engage with StoryPark – Comment on your child’s documentation, offer ideas, share about your 
child’s learning and give feedback on our program. 

• Speak with our receptive and professional educators about anything that delights, perplexes or concerns 
you about your preschool experiences. 

• Be part of our Management Committee – Our preschool cannot legally operate without one and we need 
you to help us make democratic and well-considered decisions that impact our school. Ask Tia or Jacqui 
how you can participate in this way! 

• Share a skill, read stories with children upon arrival, peruse our classroom and learning spaces, ask 
questions about children’s projects, attend school events and gatherings.  

We invite you to speak with educators about how you would like to participate in your child’s education…. 

 

 

All the people Art by Reuben 
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Documentation and ‘Visible Listening’: Making your child’s learning 
and thinking visible 
Documentation makes visible the learning processes of children and teachers. When defining documentation, we 
must think of it as a process, an action, a verb, “a systematic act of collecting, interpreting and reflecting on 
concrete traces of learning” (Gambetti). By centring our attention on children’s learning, documentation can 
serve as a valuable teaching, research and assessment tool. Looking at how children think and learn and how 
ideas evolve is a central focus of our program design and daily preschool life.  

High quality documentation of children’s work and ideas contributes to the quality of an early childhood program 
and our school in many ways: 
 

• It makes learning visible to children, educators, families, our wider community and the world. 

• It enhances childrens learning as they reflect, remember, rethink and rediscover using documentation 

• It is used as a springboard to project further learning and experiences 

• It leaves traces of history that offer context and stories about this shared place (our school) 

• It encourages parent participation in the school community and their child’s learning 

• It acknowledges the child’s work as valuable 

• It forms the basis of teacher research, planning and assessment 
 
Remnants of children’s learning and teacher research can be observed in our classroom and preschool 
environment. You might see this in the form of Art displays, project books and children’s work left paused from 
the day before. You will also see documentation and research about your child via Learning Stories, Child Notes, 
Program Design documents, Morning Meeting Transcripts and Community Posts on our online platform, 
StoryPark. 

1. Accept the  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Storypark is a private online service that helps teachers, parents and families work together to record, share 

and extend children's learning. You can view all elements of the program that relate to your child and our learning 
community. Bellingen Community preschool believes that family participation and engagement in our program 
enriches our work with children. We request that you please engage with the platform, comment and share 
your thoughts about your child’s learning. This meaningful contribution will support the teaching and learning 
of the educator team and spark dialogue and interaction with other parents too. 

            

 

1. Accept the StoryPark invitation sent to your nominated email address. 

2. Download the Family StoryPark App (Purple) onto your mobile phone 

or device and adjust notifications to your liking. 

3. Accessing StoryPark on an internet browser will give you access to our 

Program Design and Morning Gathering Minutes 

4. If you have any questions or need support to navigate Storypark please 
ask an educator, we are happy to help. 
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Start Strong Funding of NSW Community Based Preschools 

 
“The NSW Government is committed to ensuring that all children in New South Wales can participate in 600 
hours of quality preschool education in the year before school, no matter where they live or what their 
circumstances are”. For more information go to www.dec.nsw.gov.au/what-we-offer/regulation-
and.../early.../funding/start-strong 
 
To obtain maximum funding, 4-year-old children eligible to start school the following year (ie turn four before the 
31st July) should be enrolled in 600 hours per year (15 hours per week). This also applies for 3-year olds from 
Aboriginal or Torres Strait islander heritage or low-income families whose parents hold a low-income health care 
card. Our weekly structure and days are set out to meet this requirement and allow access for as many children as 
possible.  

2022 School Fees  
Bellingen Community Preschool is a not-for-profit organisation run by a management committee and the 
Director, Tia Garrett. To enable Bellingen Community Preschool to continue to provide high quality Early 
Education and care for children in our community, we must ensure that our school remains financially viable. Our 
financial viability is crucial to ensuring that all children have access to high quality, community focused early 
education, not only now but for many years to come. Families can support our preschool by meeting fee 
requirements, making voluntary contributions and by being involved in our parent committee. Please ask Tia or 
Jacqui for more information if you are interested in this rewarding opportunity! 

 

 

Non-refundable enrolment fee:    $30.00  
 

Full Fees:     $27.00 per day  
 

Wednesday (8.30am-2.45pm) option:      $30.00 for the day   Note: As this third day option goes outside of the 
Government Funded 15 hours, this day runs at the cost of the preschool itself. This cost is reflected in the fee. 
Subsidies do not apply for attendance on this day.  
   

Families with a current Health Care Card:     $19.00 per day 
 
 

Children identifying as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander:    $16.00 per day. 
 

Late Fees: If you arrive over 5 minutes late to collect your child a $10.00 late fee will be charged.  
 
Other costs include: 
 

• 1 x Preschool Hat:  $15.00    Note: Hats are labelled and kept at school 
 

• 1x Reusable/Washable Wet bag:   $9.00  Note: If you wish to provide your own please tell us and send it 
with your child to preschool each day to reduce plastic use, otherwise a Wet bag will be provided and 
allocated to your account.  

 
 

 
Fees are to be paid by the 4th week of each term.  
 
** By agreement, arrangements can be made for fees to be paid in weekly instalments. Please speak with our 
Administration Officer, Jacqui.  

http://www.dec.nsw.gov.au/what-we-offer/regulation-and.../early.../funding/start-strong
http://www.dec.nsw.gov.au/what-we-offer/regulation-and.../early.../funding/start-strong
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Things to Bring 
Backpack or Bag 
 
To promote independence and self-confidence we like all children to be able to recognise and open their own 
bag, lunch box and water bottle. Please consider your child’s self-help abilities when purchasing items for 
preschool and ensure that your child’s belongings are clearly labelled. Please do not send it in a cooler bag, as 
these are not effective in the fridges and take up a lot of space. Unfortunately, we are not able to heat food at 
preschool.  

 

Morning Tea, Lunch, 
Afternoon snack and a Water 
bottle 
 
Children can consume up to 30% 
of the Recommended Daily 
Intake whilst at preschool, so it is 
important that your child has 
enough nutrient-rich food for the day.  
 
 
Some healthy options include: Dried fruit, yogurt, sandwiches (with nutritious fillings), salad, quiche, cheese, plain 
crackers, carrot/celery/capsicum sticks with dip, savoury muffins and real fruit.  
 
We strongly discourage: Food with chocolate in it, cakes, sweet bars (like LCMs), flavoured chips and crackers, 
sugar laden spreads (like Nutella and Jam). Thankyou for supporting us to promote healthy food choices.  
 
Please only pack water for your child to drink. Juice and flavoured milks are strongly discouraged.  

 
Relaxation  
 
It is important that children have the access to rest and rejuvenation opportunities at preschool. We have various 
quiet spaces designed for this purpose and are sensitive to children’s individual needs for relaxation. Educators 
aim to support children to be self-aware, to come to know their bodies and when they need rest. We have 
individual beds available should your child choose to take a nap. Please pack a clean sheet if you think that your 
child will nap at preschool. We offer relaxation through mindful meditations, storytelling, relaxing music, puzzle 
play, Yoga/stretching and Arts.  
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Food Allergy Awareness 
 
Having a severe allergy is a little like crossing a road. It is always dangerous, but we can work on strategies to 
make it safer. Someone at risk of Anaphylaxis is always at risk but we as parents, teachers and peers can do what 
we can to minimise that risk. In response, and in support of many other precautions to manage the risk of food 

allergy, Bellingen Community Preschool is a NUT FREE school. Please DO NOT send Nuts or Nut 

products including: Nut butters/spreads, nut bars to preschool for the safety of children. 

 
                   

               
        

 

Environmental Awareness 
 
We suspect that one of the reasons you chose to become part of our school is because of our environmental 
focus, our vision to support heart connections with place and community. Please help us to do better for our 
environment and our world by considering the following when your child attends our school: 

 
Food Packaging and Wrapping 
 
Our Environmental approach aims to reduce the amount of landfill rubbish produced at our service. We ask that 

families please reduce the amount of packaging used in lunch boxes. No plastic wrap, alfoil or grease proof 
paper please. Individually packaged snack foods produce more landfill and are generally less nutritious.  
 
Please help to reduce landfill and care for our Gumbaynggirr land by using reusable containers for your child’s 
food. This request is supported by our philosophy, program design and our Sustainability Policy. Help us to live it! 
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Wet Bags 
 
There are many opportunities for children to explore and connect with the earth through mud, dirt, sand and 
water at our school. When your child has a toileting accident or requires a change of clothing for any reason, we 
are required to store them in a wet-proof bag. Rather than using plastic bags, which are devastating to our 
environment, we ask that you provide a washable Wet Bag for use at school. If you do not provide one from 
home, preschool will provide one for your child at the cost of $9.00 which will be added to your fees account.  
 
 

                                                                         

 
Clothing for Preschool 
 
Children should be dressed in comfortable clothes that support the freedom to experience all that is on offer at 
school. Please support your child to fully immerse themselves in experiences by supplying clothing that is rough 
and ready for play and exploration. Although educators are always nearby to help with toileting, we want to 
support independence so please ensure that your child’s clothing is easily accessed by your child. Buttons and 
zippers can be tricky for little hands, especially when in a hurry to use the toilet! Please pack weather appropriate 
spare clothing each day for your child. 
 
Shoes need to allow children the freedom to be active, be easy to take off and put on and be safe to wear on 
regular outings. Thongs are not safe or practical shoes to wear at school.  

 

                        
“I like going down the Creek, we splash in the Creek and climb on logs and look at the 
animals. There’s a Water Dragon down there!” - Theo 
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Starting your Preschool journey 
 

"Intimate attachments to other human beings are the hub around which a 

person's life revolves, not only as an infant or a toddler or a schoolchild but 

throughout adolescence and years of maturity as well…..From these intimate 

attachments a person draws strength and enjoyment of life and, through 

what he contributes, gives strength and enjoyment to others. These are 

matters about which current science and traditional wisdom are at one."           

-  John Bowlby 

For some children, preschool might be their first experience of being away from family and so it can be an 

exciting, as well as nervous time. As a parent, you might be feeling a mixture of pride, excitement, loss and 

anxiety as your child becomes more independent, particularly if you’re doing this for the first or last time. This is 

perfectly natural. 

Our educator team are very experienced at welcoming children and families in at preschool and trained in Circle 

of Security. We are here to support you and your child through this exciting and emotional time. You can find 

out more about Circle of Security here: https://www.circleofsecurityinternational.com/circle-of-security-

model/what-is-the-circle-of-security/ 

We encourage you to please talk to educators about your beliefs, concerns and needs regarding settling your 

child and the strategies that you would like to use if your child becomes upset during separation. We are here to 

support you and your child through the big emotions that separation anxiety can sometimes evoke.                  

Here are some tips for preparing your child for Preschool: 

Visit the preschool    Organise a time to meet with educators and explore our environment and/or participate in 
our scheduled orientation/welcoming-in days. Our orientation days are designed as opportunities for children to 
make memories with their family and educators that re-enter with them on their first official days at preschool. 

Talk about preschool   You can talk about the things your child will do at preschool. For example, ‘Hannah, do you 
remember we saw blocks at preschool? You’ll be able to build with them like you do at home’. You could look at 
photos of the preschool and educators and talk about some of the things that are different from home, like the 
toilets and our playground.  

Keeping things low key can be right for some children too. If you constantly talk about preschool, your child might 
start to feel more anxious because it sounds overwhelming. Gauge this with your child.  

Have a consistent routine    It can be beneficial to have a settling routine to offer a sense of security in knowing 
what will happen next. Generally we observe how having a prolonged goodbye can heighten anxiety for children. 
If you as the parent are calm and see this as a safe and happy place to be, your child will sense this and feel safe 
and happy here too!  

Always say goodbye    Please always tell your child when you are leaving, even if it evokes big emotions as they 

may become upset if they have not had the opportunity to say goodbye. Trusting relationships are integral to our 

work. Saying goodbye will reinforce trust between yourself and your child and between the child and educators. 

We will always contact you should your child become distressed.  

https://www.circleofsecurityinternational.com/circle-of-security-model/what-is-the-circle-of-security/
https://www.circleofsecurityinternational.com/circle-of-security-model/what-is-the-circle-of-security/
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Our Daily Rhythm  
The diversity and needs of children, educators, families and our wider community all contribute to how we design 

and offer our curriculum each day. Our daily flow allows large blocks of uninterrupted time for individual and co-

constructed learning, intertwining all areas of development. Though our daily life at preschool is flexible and 

pliable to childrens needs, we acknowledge that a general flow is required to support a sense of intentionality, 

security, belonging and community within our school.  

Generally, our day flows as so:  

 8.30am Children and families begin to arrive for their preschool day  

  We generally start our day outdoors unless it is identified that a particular class responds favorably to 

beginning their day indoors or the weather does not permit outdoor learning 

 From 9.45am – 10.45am Progressive Morning Tea 

 Morning Gathering for our Acknowledgment to Country, singing and storytelling together and 

discussing/sharing about ongoing project progress 

 Proposal Sessions: Focused small groups where children and educators enact on thinking and contribute 

to ongoing research and projects based on child participation and interests 

 Indoor Classroom 

 Lunch 

  Outdoor Classroom 

 Helping to pack away, Afternoon Tea and preparing for parent pick-up 

 Children leave preschool by 3.50pm 

 Educator reflection, research and cleaning. 

 As stated earlier, rest and relaxation opportunities are offered and supported throughout the day. There 

are various quiet spaces and experiences within our environment that support children to relax and 

rejuvenate at times that suit them. Please speak with an educator about your child’s rest and relaxation 

needs.       

                                                              

 

 

Bike Art by Grace 
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Tia Garrett 
   
  Director/Nominated Supervisor, Early Childhood Teacher and Educational Leader 

• Bachelor of Early Childhood Education (UNE) 

• First Aid (HLTAID001, HLTAID003, HLTAID004) 

• Working with Children Check WWC0728963 

• CHCPRT001 – Identify and respond to children and young people at risk 

Helen Tree 
 
Early Childhood Educator - Certificate III in Children’s Services 
 

• First Aid (HLTAID001, HLTAID003, HLTAID004) 

• Working with Children Check WWC006843E 

• CHCPRT001 – Identify and respond to children and young people at risk 

Paige Honeysett 
 
Early Childhood Educator - Diploma of Early Childhood Education and Care 
 

• First Aid (HLTAID001, HLTAID003, HLTAID004) 

• Working with Children Check WWC0503273E 

• CHCPRT001 – Identify and respond to children and young people at risk 

   Our Educator Team  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our garden Beans, Carrots and Lettuce Art by Freddy 
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Victoria Lewis 
 
Early Childhood Educator - Certificate III in Children’s Services, Cert IV Disability Work 

• Master of Arts Degree 

• First Aid (HLTAID001, HLTAID003, HLTAID004) 

• Working with Children Check WWC0162979E 

• CHCPRT001 – Identify and respond to children and young people at risk 

Jacqui Balenzano 
 
Office Administrator and Early Childhood Educator 

• Advanced Diploma of Accounting & Diploma of Secretarial Studies 

• Certificate III in Children’s Services 

• First Aid (HLTAID001, HLTAID003, HLTAID004) 

• Working with Children Check WWC0507681EE 

• CHCPRT001 – Identify and respond to children and young people at risk 

Georgia Rowe 
 
Early Childhood Educator - Certificate III in Children’s Services 
 

• First Aid (HLTAID001, HLTAID003, HLTAID004) 

• Working with Children Check WWC2311057E 

• CHCPRT001 – Identify and respond to children and young people at risk 

 

 
Kaydah Wykes - Casual 
 
Early Childhood Educator - Certificate III in Children’s Services 
   Working toward Diploma - Early Childhood Education & Care 
 

• First Aid (HLTAID001, HLTAID003, HLTAID004) 

• Working with Children Check WWC0701775E 

• CHCPRT001 – Identify and respond to children and young people at risk 

 

 

Our Educator Team Continued  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

We have Tadpoles and Frogs at Preschool Art by River 
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Regulatory Authorities  
Our school complies with the National Quality Framework (NQF) including the National Quality Standard (NQS), 

the Early Years Learning Framework and the National Regulations (Education and Care Services National 

Regulations). 

Our school is regulated by the national body for Early Education and care – the Australian Children’s Education 

and Care Quality Authority (ACECQA) as well as the Early Childhood Education Directorate, NSW Department of 

Education.  To contact our Regulatory Authority, please refer to the contact details below: 

NSW Early Childhood Education and Care Directorate 
Department of Education and Communities www.det.nsw.edu.au 
1800 619 113, ececde@det.nsw.edu.au, Locked Bag 5107 PARRAMATTA NSW 2124 
 

Bellingen Community Preschool policies     

Immunisation                                                                                                                                                                                          
By law, Preschools can no longer enrol a child unless the parent/carer has provided documentation that shows 
that the child: 

• is fully vaccinated for their age, or 

• is on a recognised catch-up schedule if their child has fallen behind with their vaccinations. 
 
This is a requirement of the Public Health Amendment (Review) 2017. 
In the event of an outbreak of an infectious disease it may be necessary to exclude any children who are not fully 
immunised for their health and wellbeing. 

 
Medication and Illness 
If your child requires medication whilst at preschool, a medication record must be filled in and signed by a parent.  
The medication must be in original packaging and accompanied by a prescription label or doctor’s letter (for 
non-prescription medication) which states who the medication is for and the dosage.  Medication must be 
handed to a staff member and will be stored in a locked cupboard or refrigerator. Under no circumstances is any 
type of medication to be left in children’s bags. Please refer to the Medication Policy for further information.  
 
Children are to stay at home if they are experiencing flu-like symptoms, have a consistently runny nose, a 
temperature, have vomited or experienced Diarrhoea in the previous 24 hours or are generally feeling unwell.       
 If your child requires Panadol before attending school they are considered to be experiencing illness and will 
need to stay at home. This is for the health and safety of all children, educators and families of our learning 
community. 
 

 
 

http://www.det.nsw.edu.au/
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Sun Protection 
 
Our preschool will follow best practice guidelines to protect children, staff, families and visitors from the 
damaging effects of sun exposure.  Our preschool will continue to be a Sun Smart service. 
 
The service will use a combination of the following sun protection measures:  

• Applying sunscreen before outdoor play 

• Experiences where possible will be set up in shaded areas  

• Children are required to wear appropriate clothing – e.g. covered shoulders 

• Hats to be worn by staff and children. 

• Outdoor learning will be dependant on the weather and warmer parts of the day 
• UV ratings will be monitored by educators 

 

Rest and Sleep 
 
Bellingen Community Preschool will ensure that all children have appropriate opportunities to sleep, rest and 
relax in accordance with their individual needs. We provide beds that comply with Australian Standards. 
Educators support children to acknowledge their own needs for relaxation.  

Fees 
 
To enable Bellingen Community Preschool to provide high quality Early Education and care for children we need 
to ensure we are financially viable at all times.  The preschool’s financial health and access to our service will be 
maximised by ensuring families are aware of all fees and fee payment requirements upon enrolment. 
 

Start Strong in is the new funding model. 
“The NSW Government is committed to ensuring that all children in New South Wales can participate in 600 
hours of quality preschool education in the year before school, no matter where they live or what their 
circumstances are”.  
For more information go to www.dec.nsw.gov.au/what-we-offer/regulation-and.../early.../funding/start-strong 
 
To gain the maximum funding or the preschool children will be enrolled 600 hours per year (15 hours per week).  
 
We offer 2-day enrolments as a package and are open 8.30am to 4.00pm Mon/Tues and Thur/Fri and 8.30am-
2.45pm Weds, exceeding the 600-hour criteria for highest levels of funding. Please note that children do not 
necessarily have to start and finish at those times. This is up to you. Families are encouraged to bring their 
children before 9.30am or telephone to confirm attendance.  
 

Guiding children’s behavior 
 
All educators follow a Behavior Guidance Policy that extends across the whole service giving consistency of 
expectations. This policy allows children to develop self-discipline, a respect for others, for property and respect 
for self, whilst learning to regulate their emotions. If you require further information on this policy, please read 
the full policy in the family information folder at the sign in desk. 
 

Toys 
 
We understand that children require tools for settling and comfort. These can sometimes come in the form of a 
toy. Educators support children to access their comforting tools when needed and to put them safely back into 
their bags when they are ready to continue with their play. We strongly discourage toys brought from home 
which are NOT comforting tools. Educators observe how toys brought from home take away from children’s 
meaningful engagement with our curriculum and their peers, impacting on learning opportunities. We have a 
plethora of engaging experiences and resources here at preschool offered with well-considered educator 
intention and meaning to promote learning.  

Swings at preschool Art by Winter 

http://www.dec.nsw.gov.au/what-we-offer/regulation-and.../early.../funding/start-strong
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                                       Contacting our school 

Telephone: 02 6655 1804 
Mobile: 0412 298501 

 
 

Address: 28 Church St Bellingen NSW  2454 
Postal Address: PO Box 269 Bellingen NSW2454 

Email: admin@bellingenpreschool.com.au 
Website: bellingenpreschool.com.au 

 
Open to children and families: 8.30 am to 4.00 pm Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, Friday 

                                                                             8.30 am to 2.45 pm Wednesdays 
 

We provide education and care to children aged 3 years to 5 years old 
 

We operate in line with New South Wales School Terms 
 

Pupil Free days will be advised in advance 
 

We are a community based Not-For-Profit service, funded by the state Government. 
 

                 


